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G R E E TI NG S F R OM
THE M AY OR
As I reflect on my first full year in office as
Mayor, I am thankful for everything our Jubilee
City has accomplished. We are very proud of
the new inclusive playground, a fifth fire station
and the new building at Lott Park, which are highlighted later in
this issue.
The past several months found us celebrating citywide for
Veteran’s Day and Christmas festivities, which included the Tree
Lighting, Baldwin Pops Christmas Concert, Christmas Parade, and
Snow and Movie Night.
In 2021, we also began holding quarterly Coffee with the Mayor
meetings aimed at giving the community a non-formal setting to
hear what is going on around the City and ask questions or voice
concerns. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 8
at 8:00 a.m. at the Daphne Senior Center.
As we move into the new year, I look forward to working
together with the City Council and staff on other projects and
improvements throughout the City to continue making Daphne
a great place to live, work and play. Those projects include
improvements at Bayfront Park, a splash pad at the Daphne Sports
Complex and new playground equipment for Centennial Park
among other projects. It’s going to be another great year!
— Robin LeJeune, Mayor of Daphne
www.daphneal.com

M AK ING PROGRESS
Inclusive Playground

Fire Station 5

Tennis & Pickleball Complex

The City opened its new Inclusive
Playground in November with a
celebratory ribbon cutting ceremony.
The playground, located at the front
of the Daphne Sports Complex at
7060 Park Drive, is fully accessible for
residents and visitors of all abilities,
ages and developmental stages.

The City has been working hard to
keep up with the exponential growth
in the area, investing more and more
in public safety. The long-awaited
Fire Station 5, located just off
Highway 181 at Milton Jones Road,
officially opened in October. The
added coverage and manpower is
aimed at lowering response times for
the entire City.

A recent ribbon cutting and
dedication ceremony marked the
official opening of the Tennis and
Pickleball Complex located in W.O.
Lott Park on Main Street in the heart
of Olde Towne Daphne.

The project was heavily supported by
the Daphne-Spanish Fort Kiwanis Club
and the Exceptional Foundation. The
fundraising campaign entitled “Project
Sandbox” raised over $58,000.

Staff and Participants of the Exceptional
Foundation Gulf Coast celebrate the
opening of the Inclusive Playground.

Daphne’s new Fire Station includes a brand
new fire truck ready to serve the community.

GET TO KNOW YOUR
CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT
JOEL COLEMAN (DISTRICT 3)
Council President Joel Coleman
moved to Daphne shortly after
graduating from Auburn University
in 1988 where he received a Master’s
of Science degree in Environmental
Engineering and a Bachelor’s of
Science degree in Civil Engineering.
Currently serving his second council
term, his district includes western
areas of Lake Forest and along the
US Hwy 98 corridor. After serving as Pro Tem for a year,
Coleman officially became president in October 2021.
A native of Mobile, Coleman knew he wanted to plant his
roots in a smaller city. “My time in Auburn made me realize
that I wanted to raise my own family in a more suburban
area,” Coleman said. “Growing up in Mobile, I was very
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The state-of-the-art complex boasts
ten regulation tennis courts, six
pickleball courts, three bocce courts,
a playground and a covered picnic
pavilion. The new building located
within the complex offers restrooms,
changing areas and bottle fillers for
visitors and office space for staff.

City officials and representatives from
Daphne High School’s tennis team cut the
ribbon at the new complex.

familiar with Daphne and what a great place it is so after
school that is where I knew I wanted to be.”
Now married for fifteen years to his wife, Angel, the couple
have two daughters, Emma, who attends W.J. Carroll,
and Chloe, who attends Daphne Middle School. “The
Baldwin County public schools in Daphne offer a topnotch education for our community and that is something I
want to see continue despite our rapid growth,” Coleman
explains. “Our local schools have my unwavering support.”
When asked what he enjoys most about being on the
City Council, Coleman explains it is the relationships and
common goals that mean the most. “Right now, serving
with our current Mayor and City Council, we have been
able to work together and complete numerous projects
and are planning for the future. It is an honor serving with
these great people.”
Councilman Coleman enjoys sports, music, grilling, hiking
and traveling. He is currently employed by DR Horton, Inc.
as the Entitlements Manager. •

D E PA RT MEN T
S P O T LIG H T –
D A PHNE F I RE
D E PA RT MEN T

With the financial support of the City
Council, the DFD is keeping up with
the rapid growth in the area with the
recent purchase of several pieces of
equipment aimed at keeping Daphne
residents and visitors safe.

Daphne is the largest city in Baldwin
County and one of the few that
boasts a full-time fire department as
opposed to a traditional volunteer
run organization. The Daphne Fire
Department (or DFD) responds to
all emergency calls including fire,
medical, vehicle accidents and
anything else the public needs help
with when calling 9-1-1.

The department recently purchased
a state-of-the-art drone to assist with
search and rescue calls. The drone will
also be useful in fighting large scale
fires to help firefighters at the scene
get a full perspective and help locate

The DFD is certified as an Advanced
Life Support Department which means
every fire station has a fully licensed
paramedic on duty who is trained to
start treatment before an ambulance
arrives. Each of the city’s five fire
stations is equipped to treat medical
emergencies on site including a
cardiac monitor to check for vital signs
and the ability to start an IV. Starting
necessary treatment immediately
results in better outcomes for a
patient in an emergency.

the main source and path of fire.
An inflatable boat was also recently
purchased with funds raised by
volunteers who assist the DFD.
The boat will help with immediate
response to emergency calls on
the bay or local waterways where
someone in distress needs help
quickly.

The Daphne City Council approved
close to $230,000 in the current
budget for new state-of-the-art
cardiac monitors to be placed on
every fire truck in the City. These
new monitors have the capability of
sending information directly to the
hospital from the scene of a call so
the doctor and medical team can
have a lifesaving plan of action when
the patient arrives at the emergency
room.
The Council also approved close to
$480,000 for additional Turnout Gear
– personal protective gear including
coat, pants, helmet, gloves, boots
and hoods used in any type of fire
emergency and when responding
to vehicle accidents where broken
glass and fires are possible. Most fire
departments supply one set for each
fire fighter. The funds are earmarked
to purchase a second set for all 60
firefighters throughout the city. The
new equipment is covered by the Stay
Safe program that allows DFD to send
damaged pieces back to the vendor
for repair or replacement. All gear
will be fully inspected twice a year to
check for cancer causing carcinogens
that may transfer to clothing during a
fire. The health and safety of the City’s
firefighters is top priority. •

CHI EF LE A NN TA C ON,
DAPHN E F I R E DE PA RTM E NT
LeAnn Tacon joined the
Daphne Fire Department
(DFD) as Fire Chief in January
of 2021 after serving 33 years
with the Mobile Fire Rescue
Department. During her time
in Mobile, she served in all ranks
including Firefighter, Captain, Training
Officer, and District Chief in both Operations and Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) giving her experience in all levels of the
department.
Born in Mobile, Chief Tacon was raised in Montgomery before
returning to Mobile where she attended Murphy High School.
She and her family recently moved to Daphne after she was
appointed Chief of the DFD. “I’ve spent the last year getting to
know the Jubilee City,” Chief Tacon says. “I love being a part of
this community!”

One of her first projects was to engage the department in a
collaborative effort to update their Mission Statement. “I felt like
it was important to give the firefighters the opportunity to be a
part of and have say so in their Mission Statement,” Chief Tacon
explains. The group worked together and released their new
Mission Statement: “We are a family of firefighters who walk with
integrity and strive for excellence in all we do for the citizens and
visitors of The Jubilee City. We are dedicated to manifesting and
defending the highest traditions of the fire service.”
A member of the Alabama Task Force 1 Urban Search and Rescue
Team and participant of the Leadership Baldwin County Class
of 2022, Tacon places a high priority on leadership within the
department. “In 2022 our focus is going to be on cultivating
leadership skills with our staff. We are putting together a series
of classes to assist our future officers and chiefs,” Tacon says. “It
is imperative that we invest in our own people, if we don’t we are
doing them and the citizens of Daphne an injustice.” •
www.daphneal.com
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DAPHNE’S
ARBOR DAY
DRIVE-THRU EVENT

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022
8am • Daphne Residents Only*

THE PLAZA AT DAPHNE PUBLIC LIBRARY

