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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Daphne, AL (April 2, 2020):  In an effort to ease the financial hardship within the City of Daphne, Mayor Dane 
Haygood has released a plan to stimulate the economy in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This plan aims 
to address concerns within our community and proposes economic stimulus relief for Daphne citizens and the 
small business community and to provide compensation to first responders for their increased risks associated 
with job duties during this pandemic. Due to the nature of certain elements, this plan must be ratified by the 
Daphne City Council and was distributed to council members for consideration Thursday, April 2. 
 
Mayor Haygood is proposing the waiving of the $15.40 monthly service fee for garbage, trash and recycling for 
each residential customer within the corporate limits of Daphne for three months. According to Mayor 
Haygood, credits will appear beginning on the first billing cycle following the adoption of this resolution by the 
City Council. This three-month waiver of fees will result in a savings of $46.20 to each household within the City 
of Daphne. In order to assist small business owners and their employees during their time of need, the Mayor 
is encouraging residents to utilize these savings at local retail and dining establishments. 
 
Due to the increased risks and dangers associated with being on the front-line during this pandemic, Mayor 
Haygood is proposing additional compensation for these personnel. This proposal includes one-time payments 
to all public safety personnel of $250. Further, the plan proposes that all front-line personnel receive a $3.00 an 
hour supplement during their time worked for four weeks. The Mayor is proud that the City of Daphne is 
consistently named one of the safest cities in Alabama and that the Daphne Fire Department is the only 
department on the Eastern Shore with a full-time and all-EMT certified staff.  Adjusting compensation to reflect 
the increased hazards during this pandemic is paramount to the City in continuing to attract and retain such 
highly skilled public safety professionals. 
  
This plan also proposes to extend relief to small business owners who are not able to pay their sales tax liabilities 
due to COVID-19 circumstances. Small business owners may file their monthly municipal sales tax returns for 
March, April and May reporting periods without making the payment due. These deferred payments will be 
due no later than July 15, and no late penalty fees will be assessed until July 21, 2020. The plan also aims to 
address streamlining the permitting process associated with residential remodeling construction activity. To 
accomplish this, a simplified application with a flat fee of $50 is proposed to be made available through July 15, 
2020 for residential remodeling activity not to exceed $100,000. 
 
Mayor Haygood presented this resolution proposal to the Daphne City Council on Thursday, April 2 for 
consideration. The City Council is set to review and vote on this resolution during their next scheduled meeting 
on Monday, April 6 at 5:00pm at Daphne City Hall.  


